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— © CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
3 . . . WasiingTon, D.C. 20505
) 18 April 1975
E N ' Mrs. Jeanne W, Davis
Staff Sceretary
National Security Council .
. N
g Washington, D.C, 20506
] i
} ‘ Dear Mrs. Davis:
i This is in response to your memorandum of 15 April requesting Mr,

o Colby’s views concerning the several options suggested for responding
to Mr, Halperin's appeal to the National Sccurity Council of the Council's
action which denied to Mr., Halperin all NSCIDs issucd since 1948,

Upon review, the Director believes that several of the NSCIDs, such
-asl, 3, ang possibly 2, could be declassified. As to the remainder, he is
. of the opinion that they should remain classified. '
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All of the-directives are classified at one or the other of the three
levels of national security information covered by Executive Order 11652.
While the rescinded or obsolete directives are not as sensitive as are the
current ones, the similarity between rescinded directives and the newer
ones is such that the carefu] analytical reviewer of such doruments could
reach informed conclusions on the intelligence functon and apparatus and
methods of this Government. We believe the directives which I have indi-
cated should remain classified should be withheld on the basis of exemption
w : (b)) (classificd national security information) of the amended Frecdom of
" Information Act. In addition, such directives are instructions to various
Government agencies to engage in intelligence activities of various kinds
and they assign responsibilities to different agencies. As such, they are
a broad description of the intelligence methods of this Government. In
accordance with the statutory responsibility of the Director to protect
; intelligence sources and methods, he thercfore recommends that the indji-

: cated documents be denied to the requester under {he authority of exemption
(b) (3) of the Freedec=2ofiziuiion Act (matters specifically excmpted from
.- disclosure by statute), ' . :
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Sincerely,
| L 25X1
) . _- John S, Warner - LTIy,
: . - General Counsel & o )
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